
 
 

2010 Round 1 Grants Committee 
Thursday 24th June at 10.30 

In the 6th Floor Council Chamber - Churchill House 
 
Members: 
Prof DG Lambert (Leicester)   Chair and Representing BJA/RCoA 
 
Dr P Clyburn (Cardiff)    Representing Anaesthesia/AAGBI 
Dr M Nathanson (Nottingham)   Representing Anaesthesia/AAGBI 
Dr S Howell (Leeds)    Representing BJA/RCoA 
Dr J Thompson (Leicester)   Representing BJA/RCoA 
Dr G Stocks (London-Imperial)   Representing OAA 
Dr N Lucas (London – Northwick Park)  Representing OAA 
Dr C Weir (Dundee)    Representing ARS 
Dr K Forrest (Leeds)    Representing SEA 
Dr M Swart (South Devon)   Representing VASGBI 
Mr D Whitfield     Lay Member, PLG, RCoA 
 
In attendance: 
Mrs M Cenan      NIAA administration officer    
  
 
Minutes 
 
2010/R1/01   WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to Round One of 2010 Grants Committee. 
 
2010/R1/02   APOLOGIES 
No apologies were received 
 
2010/R1/03   DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Committee members were reminded to declare any conflicts of interest. 
 
 
2010/R1/04 CONSIDERATION OF ANAESTHESIA/AAGBI ‘DEPARTMENTAL 

GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DR M NATHANSON 
 
Nine applications received in total 
A sum of £186,450 requested 
Two awards made to the value of £40,868 
 
 
 
 
 



Funded Projects 
 
Dr H Galley (Aberdeen) 
Investigating the mechanisms of neuropathic pain induced by paclitaxel: role of oxidative 
stress-induced mitochondrial damage and protection by targeted antioxidants. 
Funded to the requested cost of £23,497 
 
Dr I Moppett (Nottingham) 
The effect of intravenous iron on postoperative transfusion requirements in hip fracture patients - a 
pilot study 
Funded to the requested cost of £17,371 
 
2010/R1/05 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA ‘PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY 

DR S HOWELL AND DR J THOMPSON 
 
11 applications received in total 
A sum of £473,642 requested 
Five awards made to the value of £186,065 (this includes one grant awarded from the 
AAGBI/Anaesthesia category). 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Professor A Absalom (Groningen) 
Pilot study of the extent and distribution of microglial activation in young and elderly rats 
undergoing cardiopulmonary bypass, as detected by Positron Emission Tomography, using the tracer 
[11C]-PK11195, and immunochemistry staining techniques. 
Funded to the requested cost of £19,200 
 
Dr M Wilson (Imperial) 
The influence of obesity on the pathobiology of acute lung injury. 
Funded to the requested cost of £44,927 
 
Dr R Pearse (Imperial) 
Investigation of the effects of dopexamine on leucocyte-endothelial interaction, microvascular flow 
and tissue inflammatory pathways and the underlying mechanisms in a rodent model of laparotomy 
and endotoxaemia. 
Funded to the requested cost of £49,438 
 
Dr P Shortland (Queen Mary) 
Novel strategies to ameliorate pain associated with avulsion injury. 
Funded to the requested cost of £47,500 (reduced value award) 
 
Dr G Minto (Plymouth Hospitals NHS Trust) 
Does intra-operative goal directed fluid therapy reduce clinically important post-operative 
complications in patients undergoing elective non-vascular major abdominal surgery associated with 
extensive tissue trauma? 
Funded to the requested cost of £25,000 
Taken from AAGBI category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2010/R1/06 CONSIDERATION OF OAA ‘PROJECT GRANTS’ PRESENTED BY DR G 
STOCKS 

 
Seven applications received in total 
A sum of £235,176 requested 
Two awards made to the value of £60,000 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr N Beale (Oxford) 
To evaluate the incidence and contributing factors of chronic pain one year after elective 
caesarean section 
Funded to the cost of £50,140 (total requested £59,800.00) 
 
Action: Prof Lambert to write a conditional funding letter to Dr N Beale with the offer of 

£50,140 to cover the cost of salary and blood tests only.  If Dr N Beale is happy with 
this offer, she will have to obtain the remainder of the cost from an alternative 
source. 

 
Prof P Hopkins  (Leeds) 
Comparison of the ED95 dose of 0.075% and 0.1% bupivacaine for labour analgesia in primigravida 
Funded to the requested cost of £4,334 
 
 
2010/R1/07 CONSIDERATION OF THE ARS ‘PROJECT / HEATH FAMILY GRANTS’ 

PRESENTED BY DR C WEIR 
 
Two applications received in total 
A sum of £19,218 requested 
One award made to the value of £9,680 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr T Smith (Oxford) 
Ascorbate (vitamin C) and hypoxic pulmonary hypertension 
Funded to the requested sum of £9,680 
 
 
2010/R1/08 CONSIDERATION OF THE SEA UK ‘RESEARCH PROJECT GRANT’ 

PRESENTED BY DR K FORREST 
 
One application received in total 
A sum of £1,445 requested 
No awards were made 
 
 
2010/R1/09 CONSIDERATION OF THE VASGBI ‘PROJECT GRANT’ PRESENTED BY 

DR M SWART 
 
One application received in total 
A sum of £7,000 requested 
No awards were made 
 
 



2010/R1/10   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
It was suggested that in the next round of the 2010 grants, that specialist societies increase their 
input to reviewer selection.  This would be to exclusively take some of the burden off the Grants 
Officer and help with getting the application out to review as quickly as possible. 
 
Action: Specialist societies to email Prof Lambert with any lists they have with possible 

reviewer names, interests and contacts before the second round of the 2010 grants. 
 
 
Prof Lambert requested that the ARS, OAA, SEA UK and VASGBI notify him at their earliest 
convenience to advise him if they would be interested in going into the second round of 2010. 
 
Mr Whitfield enquired whether there was a possibility of an amendment being made to the 
instructions given to the applicant before the second round is advertised.  Prof Lambert advised that 
the second round was due to go live in the next two weeks and that as applicants rarely applied 
before at  least 10 days prior to the closing date this should not be a problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


